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	I chose the topic of bipolar disorder because I have bipolar II and I wanted more information about it anyway, so two birds, one stone. For the first assignment I chose to write about treatment methods for bipolar disorders because it was the only angle I could think of for the issue exploration. I had trouble mastering the guiding language of that essay but I overcame that in my second draft. The position/proposal was the essay of my nightmares; I chose to write it on getting education about bipolar disorder and other mental illnesses into schools. But I had serious issues because at first I could not figure out how to do a position and a proposal in the same essay, then once I got some sound advice from my teacher I finally got through it after about 4 drafts. For the portfolio 1 assignment I decided to do a memoir and letter to a public official for the purpose of, again, getting education about mental illness into schools. The memoir was a little easier because it’s my own life experience and it was a little more like creative writing, which I actually like. For the letter to a public official the most difficult part was finding the right official to write to. 
It was definitely interesting to take a subject and manipulate it so many different ways and I feel I now have a better grasp on the rhetorical situation than I did before I began this class, I think I could adapt a subject to its intended situation much more easily now. I also learned how to write many genres I didn’t know how to write in before. I definitely also became much more proficient in citing sources appropriately in MLA format and picking the right sources to prove my purpose.
	I only did one peer review because I missed a fair amount of class and was sometimes not on top of things but I did not find that one peer review at all helpful. The only useable suggestions I got were about design features, not content, I found that frustrating because I genuinely wanted help making my essay the best it could be and that has little to day with headings and subheadings.
	My process for the final portfolio was that I went back through my essays, read all the notes I’d been given, and reread to search for areas of improvement. In that search these are the areas I found that needed improvement and the stuff I’ve fixed: I got an A on my issue exploration so I didn’t make any revisions to it.  On the position proposal I made a more clear position thesis, removed a paragraph that didn’t seem to fit on page 4, and addressed other sides for both the position and proposal. On my memoir I also got an A but I still did some minor revisions: I added my age in during the dialog conversation with my mom, fixed a few grammatical errors, and moved a paragraph on page six that had seemed a little out of place.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I think my greatest writing strength is that I have good word choice and I am good at creative situations. If I went through the process of the whole class again I would have asked for more help from Collin, my professor, sooner because when I finally did she was an amazing help. One conversation with her about what I had written and I could fix it up to A or almost A status.
